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Ila. Histories of World Literature

There are many one-volume histories of World, and even of Universal,
Literature on the market, particularly in German. Some are frankly and
proudly drier-than-dust; others appeal to the general reader. Not one of
these, however, has attained the same immense popularity as H. G. Wells:
The Outline of History, or Will Durant: The Story of Philosophy. No
slur is implied, either way.

The two following books are purely reference works, and convenient;

BOTTA,  Ann   C.   Lynch:  Handbook  of   Universal  Literature*   Boston,

Houghton Mifflin, 1923. 530pp.
VAN TIEGHEM, Paul: Outline of the Literary History of Europe since

the Renaissance. New York, The Century Co., 1930. 36lpp.

(If the impossible task could be done at all, Professor F. Baldensperger,
late of Harvard, would be the man to do it. At the time of going to
press, his History of Universal Literature has not yet appeared.)

Our advice would be to use as a foundation, not a history of literature,
but a general history of Western Civilization 5 then to proceed directly
to the study of particular periods, genres, themes or authors.